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Since the DSM-IVÂ® was published in 1994, weâ€™ve seen many advances in our knowledge of

psychiatric illness. This Text Revision incorporates information culled from a comprehensive

literature review of research about mental disorders published since DSM-IVÂ® was completed in

1994. Updated information is included about the associated features, culture, age, and gender

features, prevalence, course, and familial pattern of mental disorders. The DSM-IVÂ® brings this

essential diagnostic tool up-to-date, to promote effective diagnosis, treatment, and quality of care.

Now you can get all the essential diagnostic information you rely on from the DSM-IVÂ® along with

important updates not found in the 1994 edition. Stay current with important updates to the

DSM-IVÂ®: â€¢ Benefit from new research into Schizophrenia, Aspergerâ€™s Disorder, and other

conditions  â€¢ Utilize additional information about the epidemiology and other facets of DSM

conditions  â€¢ Update ICD-9-CM codes implemented since 1994 (including Conduct Disorder,

Dementia, Somatoform Disorders) DSM-IV-TR, the handheld version of the Diagnostic and

Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition, Text Revision, is now available for both Palm

OS and PocketPC handhelds. This Text Revision incorporates information culled from a

comprehensive literature review of research about mental disorders and includes associated

features, culture, age, and gender features, prevalence, course, and familial pattern of mental

disorders. And with Skyscape's patented smARTlinkâ„¢ technology, DSM-IV-TR can easily

cross-index with other clinical and drug prescription products from Skyscape to provide a powerful

and integrated source of clinical information that you can carry with you wherever you go!
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Psychiatry

The DSM is very clearly written and can be understood by anyone no matter what his or her

educational level. It also contains an exceptional psychiatric glossary and an exceptional

psychoanalytically oriented section describing the "defense mechanisms." The public is ambivalent

about psychiatry but has embraced the DSM because it provides readers with the illusion that if you

read this book you can diagnosis yourself and your acquaintances. What most mental health

professional know is that this book is a political document as well as a scientific one. It advances the

cause of the psychobioligists (over the environmentalists) and the alliance of drug companies,

insurance companies and psychopharmacologists. What the sub-committees who wrote each

section of the DSM have done is to organize the vast array of life problems that we have long

thought of as "neurotic" (and stemming from early family experience) and placed them side by side

with clearly biological diseases like schizophrenia and manic-depression. Why? The aim is to create

the impression that all of the ordinary habitual problems in love and work that pretty much everyone

agrees come from the way you were brought up in your family are in fact biological - and probably

inherited - illnesses. Chronic unhappiness, for example, is coded with the "mood disorders" like

classic manic depressive illness. Another facet of the DSM that is pernicisous is that each problem

the patient has must be coded separately. There is no way to describe the patient in holistic terms.

The patient as described by the DSM (and treated by the psychiatrist guided by this document)

ends up looking something like a cubist painting by Picasso.
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